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And so far as I have been able to ascertain (though
the later Buddhists were much given to magic and
Tantric charms), this happens to be a part of the
current Indian belief on those subjects which even
they have never adopted. It is of course diametric-
ally opposed to all the most essential Buddhist doc-
trines as set out in outline in my last two lectures.
You will see therefore, why I venture to say that the
views put forward, in the work referred to, are neither
esoteric, nor are they Buddhism.

At the same time it is fair to add that Theo-
sophists in general do not any longer, I believe,
describe their tenets under the name of Esoteric
Buddhism, and we must not forget that there are
Theosophists and Theosophists. There are not a
few among them who are doing good service in
helping to break down that ignorant self-compla-
cency which regards any notions differing from the
current notions held in the West as quite unworthy
of notice. There are not a few of them who have
really devoted themselves to a patient study of
Eastern philosophies and Eastern religions, and who
have rendered real service to scholarship by bringing
over MSS. and providing funds for the publication
of translations of Eastern books. There may be
much in Theosophy which suggests a superficial
curiosity into obscure questions of psycho-physics,